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PROGRAM NOTES

Echoes of Egypt is an original work commissioned by and dedicated to the Medina High School
Band of Medina, New York. The ensemble is under the direction of Scott Ballard. The piece is
set in five short musical vignettes. It was my hope to capture the essence of the Egyptian Empire,
and | have tried to make each movement evocative of its title.

people who built the structures. In measure 58, the wood
This imitates the cries of pain from the slaves. The brass a
the task of constructing the pyramids. A celebratory timpan
completion, while the heroic fanfare in measure 74 introduces the pyra
wonders of the world.

@)rass.
gcontinuing
easur@ ifies their
Qas of the great

“Sandstorm”—what is built can be destroye ent beglns the idiomatic technique
of blowing air through the instrument I one cl o evoke the impending
sandstorm.

Despite the destruction of the pyr,
being thankful to their S od, blessmg
reflects their inner thoug

e trumpet fanfa \n easure 129 depicts the Egyptians
sive, meditative ballad that follows

dg
ute t e Pharao %hty kings of the Egyptian Empire. It was
capturing th he style of the soaring movie scores of John

y movies.

The fifth vignette is a
written with the hope
Williams and th

NOT O THE CONDUCTOR

s ar cted to be played by seven players; two mallet players, one
o per ists, each playing the Percussion | and Percussion 2 parts

plece the percussion needs to establish a groove. To this end, the concert
mers need to stress the off beats in their particular parts.

channel to the chain sound. Feel free to use more than one box and one chain if you have
an abu players.

IrVres 121126, the trumpets need to be at the forefront of all the flurry and flourish of
the “Sandstorm.”

In “Building m; mids,” the wooden box should have one open side, so as to provide a sound

During the ballad, please make sure the synthesizer (harp sound) is clearly heard. If a good
synthesizer is not available, vibes and marimbas could be substituted.



FULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 6:30

Commissioned by and Dedicated to the Medina High School Band,
Medina, New York, Scott Ballard, Conductor

Echoes of Egypt

Featuring THE NILE; BUILDING THE PYRAMIDS; SANDSTORM,;
HOMAGE TO THE SUN GOD, RA and THE PHARAOHS
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