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PROGRAM NOTES

Glaciers is an original programmatic work that musically depicts the developmental stages of this wonder of
nature. The five musical ‘scenes’ are diverse. “The Beginning” is characterized with music that portrays small
particles of moisture and snow using metallic and glass sounds. These sounds develop in “The Growing Years”
to the third movement, “Maturing Proud and Strong,” which is grandiose with bold musical images. The fourth
movement, “Retreat,” is an aggressive segment that musically demonstrates the magnificent vibrations and
waves generated as the glacier’s existence is ended and the structure crashes into the sea. Glaciers closes with
“New Hope,” signaling the battle for survival and the beginning of the cycle once again.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The form of Glaciers is a five-movement through-played work. The movements are:

going into measure |7. The opening statement represents the nascent stages o m e
\ i h

etal-

~ . % can be

Qand over the

bar that has just been struck and making a rapid up and down mo flute sho revail in this
passage. Tempo is slightly faster at measure || and accelerates as t

. is sli epresent apld evolution of
the young glacier.

The Growing Years (Beginning at measure 17): The'glacier is young and playful. Music grows and cas-
cades as snowflakes fall and add to the whole. T should be pleasant in nature—youthful, un-
troubled and carefree.

lic instruments vibrate without muffling (except vibes and chime
used on the triangle (gently shaking the triangle after striking) and

The glac{&res At measure 59, we pull back to

Beginning at measure 36, the gl‘ i agnitud@as moved through adolescence and is strong
and stately. This section should b apéyto the moving lines (played legato and connected).
Any sixteenth notes should moke alo i it comfortably within an eighth note pulse. The

@nsemble and should contribute to the overall expres-
sion of the group. Everyt, and builds asure 61, where we pull back to reveal a fully-formed, proud
and magnificent glacier. The lentando at'measures 59—-61 is a wonderful moment. Make it as broad as is
comfortable for t ble. At measure 61, pay special attention to the opposing dynamics—the crescendo
in the horns and ones versus %ecrescendo in the rest of the ensemble. The timpani plays an im-
portant rhy under the floa owing winds. The bass drum should be allowed to ring through the
value of t i . A full i ss drum tone is important throughout.

ly into the,sea below. The ominous reality of a melting glacier is at this point, where we can

Ke : Up-tempo, falling ice creates thunderous vibrations and tidal waves as it
e cracking, casc whn, hitting the water and creating title waves below. This section should be well

ted. The perc |cs cracking ice using rim shots, slow ratchet, whip and timpani glissando. The snare
im shot sho performed by pressing one stick across the rim with the bead at the center of the head
and using the to strike it. Sticking is indicated for the timpani through this soloistic section. The most

challengi o s for the timpani and suspended cymbal are the fast piano-to-forte crescendos. Another note
for percus Vplay half and whole notes as open tones with no rolls, except where rolls are indicated.

New Hope (Beginning at measure 94): The trumpets herald the glacier’s battle for survival and usher in an era
of hope and triumphant renewal as we move to measure |16 and through the finale. Measure 118 to the end
should be played with spirit and joy.

| hope you and your students enjoy Glaciers and find it to be a worthwhile musical endeavor.
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FULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 5:15

Glaciers
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