@ CONCERT BAND Grade 3

Dillon’s Flight

Ralph Ford (ASCAP)

INSTRUMENTATION 0
1 Conductor 2 Euphonium LAND WORLD I@
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PROGRAM NOTES

Dillon’s Flight is based upon the ideals and precepts established by the code of conduc
Emerson . Dillon School. Being located in the community of Phoenix, NY, their mas
appropriately, is the mythical bird that is found in the legends of Egypt, Greece, Chi
and Native American cultures. It is a bird of fire that does not lay eggs, has n
here at the beginning of time and still lives today in a hidden desert land. It is th
of the sun that possesses red and gold dazzling, brilliant feathers like the sun itself:
hundred years, the sun burns down on the Phoenix until a flash of light ap dit
consumed by the flames of fire. From the pile of silvery-gray ash ris a Phoenix

which grows rapidly until its original size is recaptured. The young Phoen n takes flight anm

sings its glorious song to the sun for another five hundred
NOTES TO THE CONL &0

The opening statement (the beginning to measure 24) represen great ho@s it reincar-
nates, rising from the ashes and growing to its original size. Be sure tha ble captures

this spirit by working towards a constant crescend@ito measure 24. At thispoint, the flight and
“song to the sun” begin. Pay careful attenti lacement of accents throughout the
piece. As the conductor, you may opt to 4 measur@/Z (halftime), and then
switch to a quarter note feel during the 4 measures.ge the musicians understand
the basic rhythm of the “flight,” it a co‘nf(a groove.

choose to A/o keyboardists: one for the choir
the stri s. Note that harp glissandi are per-
inni gmding pitches. If the PAD Bass option is
that emulates the orchestral double bass

full sound— at has a strong bowed attack or hard resin
that the @e performed through a stereo P.A. system that

kers w e ensembleipan X/Y configuration, not single keyboard amplifiers
is method W|II®/ide the most natural sound and the best blend with the

Regarding the synthesiz
and harp parts; the oth
formed on all white keys
used, it is important
section. Choose a wa
sound. It is als
places the s
for each.
winds an

abse adequa &sionists, you may opt to eliminate the crash cymbal part, the
a part, and substituté hi-hat cymbals for cabasa when shifting instruments prohibits use
of a player us reducing the total number of percussionists to ten.
It is my hope u your musicians and your audiences enjoy Dillon’s Flight at your next
performanQA tionally, the composer would be remiss if he did not acknowledge the

contributi influences of fellow composer (and friend) Stephen Melillo for pioneering the
practi e dAd orchestration techniques involving electronic instruments into the modern
d ble




Commissioned by the Emerson J. Dillon Select Band, Phoenix, New York
James DeMauro, David Frateschi and Kim Gould, conductors

ULl ScORE Dillon’s Flight

Approx. Duration - 4:45 Ralph Ford (ASCAP)
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