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PROGRAM NOTES

There are approximately one-half million Swahili people inhabiting the eastern coastal regions of
Africa in Somalia, Kenya and Tanzania. Though ancestry and language are considered to be largely
descendant of the Bantu World in sub-Saharan Africa, Swabhili culture also has strong affiliation with
Arabic culture and Islam, as well as Asian and European influences.

The original lyrics of the song used in this arrangement are sacred: “Bwana Awabiri
Bwana” (“May God grant you a blessing, Revere the Lord”). However, the song’
come widespread and secularized lyrics such as “Thanks to our teachers” or “Pea
are often used in addition to the original.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The percussion instrumentation is flexible and parts can be déub . Ins ent sub&ns
are also possible. For example, Percussion 2 can be perform owbells of dif; izes
agogo bells or gangkogui, while the shekere or any other sha gh volum [ fce for
the other instrument. The Percussion | part requires a bass drt n be played
on a djembe, conga or any other mid-sized hand drum. If a marimbais'hot av belophone with
soft mallets may be used (quasi-marimba), or the pat can be played on b he keyboard percus-

The open repeat section from measure 36 thro e39is simi%quite flexible and designed
to suit your preferences. The melody is p wellas chor s should you want to have
students improvise or compose solos can al e individuals or sections (solo
or soli) and have them simply play dy in unison, 8\& up the parts and perform in call-
and-response fashion as |s’te co st African African-American—music traditions.

Percussmmsts may also so bers of.t tion continue to play the written part.
namics so that m will be heard. As African music is highly

participatory, consider h membersioinn ahd perform the clapping rhythm included in
in thi &me spirit of authenticity, you can also choose to

ly a “cow” bell to anchor the ensemble as is done
in many Afric “master drummer,” you can play either the gangkogui
part, or if t covered secur y students, simply keep time with light quarter notes. If you
choose to his way,eé , gestures and eye contact to cue rather than relying on an

“conduct” by playi

over of th

t this piece WI as an introduction or continued experience with the magnificent
S|cal jtions o fr ica, as well as just plain fun to play. Much success with your performance!
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Swahili Folk Hymn

FULL SCORE Bwana Awabariki Traditional
raditiona
Approx. Duration - 3:00 Arranged by Kevin Mixon (ASCAP)
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