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PROGRAM NOTES

The Pit and the Pendulum is based upon the short story horror classic of the same name by Edgar Allen Poe. Poe’s tale,
written in 1842, tells the story of a prisoner sentenced to death by the Spanish Inquisition for a crime that is not explained
in the narrative. He finds himself in a darkened cell, tied by ropes to a wooden board. To his horror, he sees attached
to the ceiling a huge swinging pendulm with a sharp blade that is gradually lowering towards him. The -thinking
prisoner rubs food on the ropes, enticing rats to chew through them and free the man.

The prisoner is next faced with the red-hot walls of the cell moving inward, pushing him to the

the last minute, however, an arm grabs him, saving him from plunging into the pit and certain

pit. At

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

>

The Pit and the Pendulum contains four percussion part utilizing sevenfplayers, although piece ca&rformed
successfully with less than that. If fewer than seven percussionists are available, the following is a list Instruments
from most important to least:

Shaker &
Snare Drum
Timpani

Suspended Cymbal
Mallet Percussion
ute, oboe, 15t * and alto sax beginning in measure 5 are
ed. The cresce@ he percussion in bars 57 and 61 should be as

Bass Drum
Tom-tom

Take care to ensure that the chords forme
balanced, adjusting the number o ayers
dramatic as possible.

| hope you and your ensemble find The

Q‘Q

d the Pendulum eaningful and worthwhile musical experience.
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