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Drillinger, Director. The composition is meant to depict the majesty of the legendary Piasa, an

F light of the Piasa was commissioned by the Alton High School Band, Alton, lllinois, David W.
enormous winged creature, and the bravery and triumph of the lllini tribe.

The Piasa Bird (pronounced pie-a-saw) is a local legend in the Alton area. Its discovery datest
when Father Jacques Marquette, in recording his famous journey down the Mississippi
Louis Joliet, described the Piasa as a birdlike monster painted high on the bluffs a
River, where the city of Alton, lllinois now stands. According to the diary, the P
as a calf with horns like a deer, red eyes, a beard like a tiger's, a face like a man, th
with green, red and black scales and a tail so long it passed around the bo

that devours men.
One of the most commonly-heard stories regarding this leg

birdlike creature of such great size, he could easily carry off g
however, was for human flesh. Hundreds of warriors atte

oy the Pia failed
Whole villages were destroyed and fear spread throughout ini tribe’ Ouato a{khmf whose
fame extended even beyond the Great Lakes, separated himse § tribe, f@; solitude for

the space of a whole moon, and prayed to the Great Spirit to protect hlsqn the Piasa.

to Ouatoga in a d and directed him
poisoned agow, and conceal them in a
view, as a for the Piasa. When the
jors were quickly selected and

. i imself in open view, he soon
saw the Piasa perched on the blu an to chant the death song of a
warrior. The Piasa took t e chief. The Piasa had just reached

oshe air n
his victim when every bmﬁ spr E\ésailing into the body of the beast. The

to select 20 warriors, arm them each with
designated spot. Another warrior was to s

Piasa uttered a fearful screa iver, and died. Ouatoga was safe, and the
tribe saved.

This remarkable pai
the bluff just north o

2
Q&

the Gr

been a Io%% The recently restored painting can be seen on



Commissioned by the Alton High School Band, Alton, Illinois, David W. Drillinger, Director 3
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