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Ragtime 2-beat (h = ca. 126)
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2. By the Sea

Use: Summertime, vacation-time, ecology.

Short version: Cut from m. 23 to m. 56, sing to end.

Related songs: #6, I Like to Rhyme; #9, If I Were a Pirate; #23, Summertime!; 
#24, Vacation!

Bulletin board: Travel, sea creatures, oceans, ecology.

Musical aspects: Ragtime 2-beat. Features include strong bass notes on beats 1
and 3 of each measure, with chords played on the “off-beats”
or “back beats” (beats 2 and 4).

Musical activities: • Pretend you’re playing a ragtime piano: strong LH bass notes
followed by chords in the RH. Or assign half the class to mime
playing the tuba or string bass and the other half banjo or
guitar.

• Notice that the phrases are sometimes longer (4 measures) and
sometimes shorter (2 measures). Put up the correct number of
fingers for each phrase.

• This is a great song to add vaudeville-style sways: arms are like
windshield wipers moving from side to side in front of your 
body, shoulder height, with the palms open into jazz hands
facing front.

Learning aspects: • Oceans, travel, ecology.
• English/Reading language skills

Learning activities: • This is a song which uses several homonyms—words that are
pronounced the same but have different meanings. See if you
can identify and define them:

see/sea tern/turn
peer/pier hear/here
scene/seen  allowed/aloud

• There are seven additional words which are also homonyms in 
this song. See if you can find and define them:

there/they’re/their so/sew
by/buy/bye I/eye
to/two/too waits/weights
for/four

• Compare a homonym with an antonym (means the opposite),
with a synonym (means the same), with a rhyme (words that end
with the same sound).

Art activities: Draw a seaside scene with a colorful beach umbrella, beach

7

28852

6




Bright 2-beat (h = ca. 112) 

5. HANUKKAH, OH HANUKKAH
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5. Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah

Use: Hanukkah, December holidays.

Short version: Sing one verse only.

Related songs: #18, A Single Light; #19, Snowflakes; #28, The Winter Wind.

Bulletin board: Hanukkah, December holidays.

Musical aspects: • This song is in a minor key.
• Note the handclaps on beats four and one from measure 24.

Musical activities: • Use a tambourine or other rhythm instrument in place of the
handclaps.

• Join hands in a circle and move to the left, stepping to the beat,
for the first verse. Change directions and move to the right,
stepping to the beat, for the second verse.

Learning aspects: The traditions of Hanukkah. 

Learning activities: • A Hanukkah menorah holds nine candles. Bring one in and light
candles for the eight nights of Hanukkah.

• Learn how to dance the hora, the traditional round dance.
• The dreidel is a four-sided top traditionally used to play a 

children’s game at Hanukkah. There is a Hebrew letter on each 
side. The four letters are: nun, gimel, hey, shin. These letters mean
“a great miracle happened here.” To play, players use pennies,
raisins, or chocolate coins (gelt) as tokens. One player spins the
dreidel. When it stops, the fate of the player is decided by the 
letter facing up. Nun: nothing happens; the next player spins, and
so on. Gimel: the player takes all the tokens in the pot. Hey: the
player takes half the pot. Shin: the player must put one token in
the pot.

Art activities: Make a dreidel using construction paper, learning to draw the
four Hebrew letters. Draw a menorah.
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