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Foreword
The Festive Collection, together with its companion volume, The Folk Collection, represents over five 
years’ worth of “on the hop” arranging and composing for students taking part in Holiday Courses. 

Work began when I was invited, at short notice, to coach a group of young guitarists whom I had 
never met, and whose standard of playing ranged from complete beginner to grade III and beyond. 
I had two tasks; to produce, in four days, a fifteen-minute faculty concert for the parents, followed 
by a showcase piece for the big concert at the end of the course; and to make sure everyone had a 
good time and were glad they’d come!

I decided the best plan of action would be to give them a varied repertoire that they could enjoy 
playing together, rehearse to the best possible standard, then experience the buzz that comes from 
enthralling and delighting their audience.

All the pieces in this volume were performed during Christmas and Easter courses, hence 
the seasonal flavor. Each arrangement has a part for beginners, intermediate and advanced 
students.  Generally, the more advanced students have the melody, while the easy parts are in the 
accompaniment. Where there are chords, these can be played by the teacher, by students used to 
playing folk styles, or further simplified so that beginners play the bass notes.

Naturally, as I got to know the “regulars” over the years, the pieces became more ambitious, 
and this is reflected in the order. While the individual parts remain simple, the pieces as a whole 
become progressively longer and more complex.

I hope you enjoy learning and performing them as much as we did!

Lynne Morley
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