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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This chart is arranged in a high key (F) and a low key (C) for flexibility. Hopefully, that will cover the range for most vocalists. 
Just flip over the page for the key that works best, but make sure that the entire band is playing in the same key!

I think the notated tempo will work best. Any faster will make the chart sound uncomfortable. I have arranged the chart so 
there is space for the vocalist to be heard over the band but still be sensitive to not overpowering the vocal solo.

A few suggestions for a professional band sound:

 1) Give full value to all sustained notes.

 2) Release notes together as a section—listen and look to the lead player to indicate releases.

 3) Avoid playing staccatos too short or clipped.

 4) Play the marcato or rooftop accents detached but not too short, think”daht.”

 5)  Play syncopated rhythm patterns with energy, but don’t rush. The band can provide more energy by inserting a 
slight pause before each up beat note—for example in measures 17–18 and 41–42. ln measure 42, a quick breath 
before the last eighth note will give the figure more flair and style.

 6)  In measure 11 and other similar places, saxes must stay under the vocal; there is a chance to really blow later in 
the chart.

 7)  For the saxes in measure 43, be aware that the soli is without rhythm section so time is critical. Watch the 
dynamics in measure 49. Relax and swing.

 8) The ensemble section for measures 59 through 72 is played nice and strong.

Enjoy!

 —Dave Wolpe

Dave  
Wolpe
Dave Wolpe is truly a prolific composer/
arranger with nearly 700 charts 
arranged and/or composed for various 
publishers, primarily Alfred Music 
Publishing Co. He has scored dozens 
of arrangements for the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra and is co-arranger on the 
platinum CD In the Christmas Mood. 
He has arranged for Disneyworld and 
Disneyland Paris with music ranging 
from small bands to symphony 
orchestras. He has also arranged for 
the bands of Ray Anthony, Les Brown 
and many others. In the late ’70s and 
early ’80s he played lead trombone 
with Ray Anthony and later with  
Les Brown.
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