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I’VE BEEN WORKING
ON THE RAILROAD

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by VICTOR LOPEZ

INSTRUMENTATION
Conductor Ist Trombone
Ist E> Alto Saxophone 2nd'Trombone

2nd E> Alto Saxophone 3rd Trombone
Ist BisTenor Saxophone 4th Trombone
2nd B> Tenor Saxophone, ~Guitar Chords

E> Baritone Saxophone Guitar

Ist B> Trumpet Piano

2nd B> Trumpet Bass

3rd B> Trumpet Drums

4th B) Trumpet Auxiliary Percussion

(Claves, Congas)

Optional Alternate Parts
C'Flute/Vibraphone
Bb Clarinet
Violin 1
Violin 1l
Viola
Cello
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone T.C. (Doubles Ist Trombone)
Tuba
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I’VE BEEN WORKING
ON THE RAILROAD

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by VICTOR LOPEZ

PROGRAM NOTES

This well-known American folk song has been spiced up with ingredient§ that wilbhmake youbaudienceSyfanito get
up and try some “salsa” dancing. Guaguanca is a sub-genre of the Ciban rumba; @ highly complex ghythmic music
and dance style. It was originally the dance and music of the Orisha religion rituals It was ported.to Cuba by African
slaves, and is alive nowadays in the Santeria cult. But rather than a ‘meresinfllence in Cuban music and dance,
guaguanco is regarded as one of its pillars and is probably the closest living derivative,of the/African soul that is
expressed today in jazz, blues, rumba, and mambo.

NOTES TO,THE CONDUCTOR

The introduction statement is to be playeddin aehorale style. Ensure that the harmonic structure in measure 3 is
balanced and sonorous. In measure 6, the gudguanco rhythm style iSyintroduced in the rhythm section. Note that
the quarter note pickup before measure 6 should.be played in the,new tempo; d = 104. For the rhythm section, work
independently with each player to“ensure that all parts ar€ being played correctly and at ease before attempting
to put it all together. Note that the clave pattern is (3:2)pand it Is an integral part of the rhythm section. Measure
14 introduces the saxes,and trimpets, respectivély, producing a quasi “train-like” sound to set up the melody.
At measure 22, the melody, which\is introducedyn tunison, by the 1st tenor sax, trumpet, and trombone has been
tweaked a bit rhytfimically to accommodate the guaguancé style. At measure 38, the soli instruments break into
harmony until‘measure 58. Measure 58 Intfotluces the saxophones playing the melody with a rhythmic pattern of
quarter, gighthtest, eighth note, whihgis, a common jazz comping rhythm derived from the tune the “Charleston.”
At medsure 74, the melody appeats ifi'the trumpet section along with a countermelody played by the trombones
setting the stage for the “Dinah Wen't You Blow?” section. At measure 90, for added harmonic color, the basic chords
are altered by the use of the sharp-9 chord. Direct the students to listen carefully to their intonation when playing the
sharp-9 chord becaus€ there’is a half-step dissonance in the chord that gives it a colorful harmonic edge.

The solo sectiorfat measure 106 may be repeated four times (or more) to accommodate the written solos provided
for 1st alto#18t tenaf, 1st trumpet, and 1st trombone and optional violin. Suggested solos have been written out
to facilitate the*young players beginning to improvise. Backgrounds may be played each time or on cue as desired.
Measurénd@4 brings back the “Dinah Won't You Blow” statement which is repeated several times while building
intensity to the end.

Have fun and blow your horn!

-Victor Lopez



TRADITIONAL
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