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NIOBE

VINCE GASSI

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

pgresston at me wminl Emin7/D, E-flat maj7/D,

der (to t{ ) the slash indicates the bass note

The piano player may use the sustain pedal markings to help position the hands for the chords and indicated Q) part. | suggest the sustain pedal be used
sparingly because the use of the pedal in jazz piano comping will decrease clarity in‘the sound of the chords create harmonic clutter. In the solo sections, more
advanced piano players may use the indicated rhythms as a guide and create hi wn voicings. Fog the last two measures, direct the pianist to play the chord

Your students will enjoy playing Niobe (nye-o’-bee), a bossa nova based on modal harmony. The
Dmin7) has these chords all shifting over a pedal D in the bass as indicated by the chord sy
(played by the bass player and/or the left hand piano).

with both hands and the sustain pedal, then play the RH melodic line with t tional) guit

The guitar should play the chords as indicated above (to the left of) the forward
in the middle or higher register of the instrument so as not to clas
should play the chords with 3 or 4 notes for transparen@‘nd Si

let the b le the pedal note. The voicings played by the guitar should be
ass or left han8 iano and thereby create a muddy sound. If possible, the guitarist

The drums should never be overstated or upstage the rest o sem ut shoulm ilment the other players. The rhythm pattern indicated can be varied slightly
for interest but the basic feel should be as written. T i f the ride cymbal except where designated otherwise (i.e. crash cymbal). All

not S indicate @
fills are written out. Again, more advanced players,can from these sli :
in the win s. As stated in the tempo indication, this piece is intended to be played with a straight

The soloists sh never be overpowered by the background lines.

If your soloists wish to venture o en solos, re a few suggestions with regard to the four chord pattern mentioned above. The easiest solution
is to use the D minor blues sc ncert K rall h ords The D minor blues scale contains these notes, D, E, F, G, A-flat, A, B, C. Over the E-flat maj7

chord, try to avoid B_and (Bb and A natura ork much better on this chord). Encourage your students to always let their ear be their guide.

Please pay close attention to the articulations that ar
(even) eighth note feel as opposed to a

Regarding the tifle, Niobeds a fictional haract% reek mythology, but I just liked the sound of the word “Niobe.”

O .
0 ~Vince Gassi
V

Enjoy!
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