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Aeolian Winds
By John F. Edmunds

The title of this piece takes its inspiration from two sources. The first is from classic literature; in Greek 

mythology, Aeolus was the “god of the winds.” Legend has it that he was visited by Odysseus and his crew and 

provided a western wind to carry them home. The second is from a more modern perspective; today, groups 

made up of woodwind, brass and percussion instruments are increasingly referred to as “wind” ensembles 

instead of “bands.” Hence, the title Aeolian Winds. In this skillfully composed and orchestrated melody, the E-

flat major scale is fully exploited, making brief excursions into foreign tonal centers that are clearly notated 

with accidentals (rather than new key signatures). Dramatic impact is achieved through a variety of dynamic 

levels and non-harmonic tones, with broad ranges and limited technical demands throughout. 
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Cantabile  q  = 72

Cantabile  q  = 72

Tune: Bb, Eb

∑
∑

˙
P

˙
Œ œP œ œ œ œ
Œ œP œ œ œ œ
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