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The Mystery of Duffy’s Cut was commissioned by the Bux-Mo ediate HQBand of the Bucks and
from the schools inQr in this commission, ghostly

ve fueled interest in “Duffy’s Cut,” a mass burial site in

Montgomery Counties in Pennsylvania. Not

riously whil work for the Pennsylvania Railroad
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PROGRAM NOTES

Duffy’s Cut is a mass burial site in Malvern, Pennsylvania, where 57 Irish-immigrant workers died mysteriously
while doing work for the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1832. Since the men were not U.S. citizens, no death
certificates were ever filed, and the Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad did everything in its power to erase
their memory, including a failure to contact their families in Ireland.

“cho
epidemic”” There is speculation that foul play, not cholera, had a hand in the men’s death, casua

Living in a large shantytown beside a ravine, all 57 men became victims of a suspiciously-label

for the disease are usually far less than the 100% mortality rate experienced here.

ﬂ?’[
s to the libraryﬂ: dd
off by ther@z nd the

the Immaculata University library. Lately, reports have been comingin from vi
occurrences including knocking on doors and windows, televisions

appearances of glowing figures in the evening hours.

This piece was inspired by the story of Duffy’s Cut,and s to memorialize the IriShfimmigrants. The music

ings of great sagess at never being able to say

’s March” - can be heard in

represents the spirits, their work on the railroad, a
goodbye to their families. Two Irish folk songs
the piece:

“Bridgit O’Malley” is a trad@al Iris

idgit O'Malley, yo heart shaken
Wi eless deso d have you to know
the wonders of, your quiet face has taken
And your b ifl haunt me wherever I go.
The w.

on above the pale sands, the pale stars above the thorn tree

Are coldgbeside my darling, but no purer than she
I gaze uponth moon till the stars drown in the warm sea
right eyes of my darling are never on me.
(( r
he Iris

ws March” is a t mposed in commemoration of the Battle of Clontarf that occurred in 1014.

pelled th ikings, but in so doing lost their gallant leader, Brian Boru. The tune traces the victory

and eventual dlscw the slain king.
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The Mystery of Duffy’s Cut

FULL SCORE
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