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PROGRAM NOTES

IRISH SONGS FOR SOLO AND BAND is a collection of traditional Irish melodies in a unique suite for
the concert band. Featuring a soloist or combination of soloists, the work opens with “Deiren De,” one
of Ireland’s oldest known melodies. This warm and beautiful lullaby is evokes an image of a parent si
to their sleeping child. “Jug of Punch” is a playful interaction between the soloist and the woodwi
that leads to a humorous conclusion. The suite continues with “The Beggarman,” a
a traditional Irish style that features several Irish percussion instruments interactin the so
The immortal “Danny Boy” closes the suite and reminds us that the gift of music is one land’s
important contributions our world.

Originally scored for Stan Schoonover and the Fairfax Wind Symphony of
nally premiered under the title Irish Songs for Tenor and Band, and i
Russell Penney in performance at the 2006 Midwest Band Clini

NOTES TO THE CONLC

IRISH SONGS FOR SOLO AND BAND may be performed in 3 based@our particular
performance needs. You may also wish to use a movement (i.e. “Danny Boy” paikifngs of movements

as a stand-alone performance work.
ued the solo throughout the band to facilitate
will consi aturing a number of soloists
and events QD er performance settings that
ts, yQu * wish to transcribe the solo part

may use the s feature groups of talented musicians

Although originally written for tenor voice, | hav
performance as an instrumental work. It is m
from your ensemble. | plan to use the suite
are conducive to multiple soloists. If th
for single instruments. As another op,
such as a graduating class frofi,your

Your particular choice(s) of so will ine the Q f the featured artist(s). If a fewer number
of soloists are selected, | weuld t staging the t of the band. Depending upon the specific
soloist(s) selected, please free lighten” companiment by paring the band to one or two
per part. If you use I ist, | woul est employing a sound reinforcement system depending
upon the performance

| would like t an Schoonove d the gifted musicians of the Fairfax Wind Symphony for their

role in the cr final versio e suite. A very special thanks is extended to Russell Penney. |
will nev t tim }éhls extraordinary musical gifts, and am honored to have his voice
featu RIS Q AND BAND.

like to offer cere thanks to Max McKee for his suggestions and assistance in the

ese me ies. His friendship and continued support of my artistic efforts is very much
reC|ated
ope that you r band, soloist(s) and ensemble find IRISH SONGS FOR SOLO AND BAND to
valued o your concert program. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!

Gt
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Dedicated to Stan Schoonover and the Fairfax Wind Symphony in
Commemoration of Their Performance at the 2006 Midwest Band Clinic, Chicago, Illinois

Irish Songs for Solo and Band

I. Deirin De

Traditional
Arranged by Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)
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