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Greensleeves:
A Fantasia for Band

Movement 2 from the Vaughan Williams Suite

Setting by Robert W. Smith
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PROGRAM NOTES

The British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams was born in 1872 and died in 1958 at the age of 86. He enjoyed one
of the longest and most successful creative careers in music history. As a member of the English Folk Song Society,
Vaughan Williams often went into the country to collect native folk music in its purest state. He felt very strongly that the
rapid industrialization of the British Isles would result in the loss of these folk songs unless they were written down and
introduced to a new generation. As a result, much of his writing was based on his study of folk songs creating a legacy in
sound that characterizes British music.

Robert W. Smith, in tribute to the great composer, has crafted a setting for the concert band of GREENSLEEVES: A FANTASIA
FORBAND in the style of Vaughan Williams. Beginning with a flowing solo statement by the flute, the haunti beautiful
melody follows in its original form. Using the Vaughan Williams setting of “Greensleeves” as the inspiration, ancient
melody is explored using the unique timbral colors of the concert band. This publication is the se ent of
Smith’s Vaughan Williams Suite and is dedicated to Marcia Zoffuto and the Coyle Middle Scho

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The introductory flute solo should be as expressive as possible. Care should be give
and second clarinets as they exchange the arpeggiated line under the solg

e balante betwe%ﬁrst
od between t Q’crumpets,

ent of thE{ d provides a
'\ Y

e situation. However,

saxohpones and bells. This particular figure is also used in Wassail,
common musical thread.

please keep motion in the appropriate sections as indicated.

Balance throughout is subjective. Please make the nece

tments based upon your instrumentation. It is most
important to preserve the musical interaction between li é

The flute solo beginning at measure 115 should be ve
create a beautiful and flowing cadenza.

'nterpreti@ option, the flute soloist may ad lib to
.

The final phrases should be care bala serve the Ilg livered by the various soloists. Of particular

importance is the solo clarinet lea ord in the woodwinds. The final note should have some

tot
length allowing the decay of the perc to into the ce.
I would like to offer my sincere t sto Zoffuto @r role in the creation of this piece. | was fortunate enough

to hear the Coyle Middle S at the Mid inf€in Chicago as they performed the three movements of the
Holst Winter Suite. Followin red and thankful for Ms. Zoffuto to offer the suggestion and
commission of a wor i e and creativityof Ralph Vaughan Williams in a similar fashion. GREENSLEEVES: A
FANTASIA FOR BA econd of three ments in fulfillment of her musical vision.

| hope that y, enjoy. GR@EEVES: A FANTASIA FOR BAND and find it to be a valued addition to your
concert pr, . e that yo, will€onsider programming the setting for your holiday concerts under the title
is: A Fantasia for Bahd. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!
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CONDUCTOR

Approx. Duration - 3:45

In Memory and Tribute to Ralph Vaughan Williams
Commissioned by and Dedicated to the Coyle Middle School Band, Rowlett, Texas, Under the Direction of Marcia Zoffuto

Gently, yet flowing J.=44

GREENSLEEVES: A FANTASIA FOR BAND
Movement 2 from the VAUGHAN WILLIAMS SUITE

Setting by ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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