Alfred’s Basic Piano Library

Chord Approach

A PIANO METHOD FOR THE LATER BEGINNER _

Christmas Book
LEVEL1

This book may be used with the 1st book of any method.
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GoTellitonthe Mountain............... 14 UpontheHousetop..................... 4
Jolly Old Saint Nicholas ................. 2 We Three Kings of OrientAre ............ 10
SilentNight........... ... ... .. ... ..... 8 We Wish You a Merry Christmas ......... 12
FOREWORD

As the Christmas season approaches, every student will enjoy playing some familiar carols. This can
begin when the student is still playing in five-finger positions or in middle C position. To hear oneself
playing the tunes that others have always had to provide brings a realization that piano study really
does offer some special rewards.

Students in the first book of any piano course may use this book. Those who have reached page 35 of
Lesson Book 1 of ALFRED’S BASIC CHORD APPROACH may begin on the first carols in this book. In
the upper right corner of the first page of each carol, the student will see how the selections are
correlated with Lesson Book 1. The pieces provide experience in using the positions used in the
Lesson Book, and some of them combine several positions in one piece.

It is impossible to make any kind of collection of Christmas pieces without using a few of the dotted
quarter and eighth note rhythms so characteristic of many carols. The melodies, however, are so
familiar that most students will be able to play these rhythms easily and correctly by memory or, if not,
they may be quickly taught to do so by rote.

Every carol in this book has a DUET PART. These carols make excellent student-teacher or student-

parent duets, and many teachers may wish to program these pieces with a more advanced student
playing the duet part. Both solo and duet parts have measure numbers for easy reference.

Merry Christmas!
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
PREPARATION This is a single eighth note: J\
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DUET PART: (Student plays 1 octave higher. Pairs of EIGHTH NOTES may be played long-short.)
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