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FOREWORD

Song is distinguished from other musical forms by the presence of text. Hymns are songs with texts that praise God, and it is by the
first lines of these texts that hymns are popularly titled. Yet, text writers remain, for the most part, the “unsung heroes” of hymnody.

This anthology is a celebration of some of the greatest of these heroes, spanning approximately 200 years from the late 18" to
the early 20® centuries. These great hymnwriters are a diverse group, including a blind female poet (Fanny Crosby), a former
slave ship captain (John Newton), and an eminent scholar/pastor/statesman (Henry Van Dyke). Their common bond is a devout
faith and a gift for expressing that faith with words.

Vocal students and recitalists will discover in this collection inspired arrangements in a broad variety of styles that foster the
art of singing, with piano accompaniments conceived in the tradition of art song. Reproducible program notes (pages 50-51)
enhance the performer’s understanding and are an excellent source for printed recital programs.

Great Hymnwriters is also an outstanding worship resource for the church musician. The songs may be performed individually,
or grouped together to create a special program celebrating our rich heritage of hymnody.
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O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

Words by

CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788)

Moderately; with freedom (J = ca. 69)

Music by CARL G. GLASER (1784-1829)
Arranged by LOWELL MASON (1792-1863)
Setting by DOUGLAS E. WAGNER (ASCAP)
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BLESSED ASSURANCE

Words by Music by
FANNY J. CROSBY (1820-1915) PHOEBE PALMER KNAPP (1839-1908)
Arranged by
J PATTI DRENNAN (ASCAP)
With a gospel feeling (¢ = ca. 108)
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