
INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin 
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass
	 2	 Percussion (Optional)
	 	   (Gong, Suspended	

Cymbal, Shaker)

STRING ORCHESTRA CONCERT LEVEL

Notes to the Conductor
In 1922, archaeologists Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon discovered the tomb of the boy-
pharaoh Tutankhamun in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings.  Carter described what he saw:

As my eyes became accustomed to the light, details of the room emerged slowly from the mist,  
strange animals, statues, and gold.  For the moment - an eternity it must have seemed for the others 
standing by - I was struck dumb with amazement . . .we had never dreamed of anything like this, a 
roomful - a whole museum it seemed - of objects.

News of this wonderful discovery spread quickly, and scientists from all over the world made their 
way to the Valley.  Before long, however, more than two dozen of those who entered King Tut’s 
tomb were struck by a mysterious illness and died.  Was there a curse?  To this day, no one knows 
for sure.

Inspired by the misfortune that the scientists met at the tomb, this piece musically “explores” the 
history of the discovery, from the first steps into the tomb through the onset of the curse.  Both 
intense and enjoyable, this delightful work will capture your students’ imagination. Includes optional 
percussion.

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level.  The Yellow 
Very Beginning series includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers.  
The Red Beginning series includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered 
pitches are often marked.  The Green Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for 
middle-level students.  Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue 
Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player.  Fingerings and 
position markings are indicated for difficult passages. 

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop String Editor

Note from the editor

Grade Level: 3

the curse of 
tutankhamun

michael story (ASCAP)

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



&

&

B
?

?

ã

44

44

44

44

44

44Percussion (Optional)
(Gong, Suspended
Cymbal, Shaker)

Cello

Violins

Viola

String Bass

I

II

“The Discovery”
Mysteriously {q = 76}∑
≥̇2
P ˙#

≤1

≥̇
P

≤̇

∑

Œ ≥̇P
œ≤

·Gong

p

2 ∑

˙ ˙#
˙ ˙

∑

Œ ˙ œ

∑

3 ≥̇
P ‰ Jœ#

≤3 œ œ#
≥̇

˙#
≥̇ ˙

∑

Œ ≥̇ œ

∑

4 ˙ ‰ Jœ#
≤ œ œ#

˙ ˙#
˙ ˙

∑

Œ ˙ œ

∑

&

&

B
?

?

ãPerc.

Cello

Vlns.

Vla.

Str. Bass

I

II

5 œ#≥ œ œ≤ œ œ≥ œ œ œ

˙
1 ˙#
˙ ˙

∑

Œ ˙ œ

∑

6Jœ≤ .œ ˙

w
w

∑

Œ œ≥ œ œ#

∑

7 ≥̇ ˙#

˙b ≤ ˙
∑

≥̇bring out

P ‰ Jœ# ≤ œ œ

œ≤ ≥̇ œ≤

∑

8 ˙ ˙#

˙b ˙
∑

˙ ‰ Jœ# ≤ œ œ

Œ ≥̇ œ
∑

,

9 ˙ ˙

˙b ˙
≤̇ ˙
œ≥ œb œ≤ œ œ≥ œ œ œ

Œ ˙ œ≤

∑

2

Michael Story (ASCAP)

25037

The Curse of Tutankhamun
CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:40

Copyright © MMVI by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads
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“The Curse”
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