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AMADEUS GROOVES

WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART
Arranged by MIKE LEWIS

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Celebrate Mozart’s 250th anniversary with a jazz chart!

As a general rule, direct the students to play the last eighth note
short in a group of two or more eighths. This is a basic swing
concept that will apply to all instruments but may need some
reinforcement for the string players. Regarding articulation, play
the rooftop accents (*) short but not staccato; think “daht.” I
measure 21, the rhythm indicates the notes are off thefbeat,
detached and all played the same even though a quarer note is
written. This rhythmic pattern is typical in jazz notation.

The rhythm section parts should be clear. When the'guitanplayer
has melodic lines with the ensemble,alemind-him or her to be
sensitive about blending. The guitar part has" slash gmarks
occasionally indicating that the player should comp using'three-
or four-note chords in aquarter-note pattern. For thesbest sound,
ask the guitarist to use a medium-thickness™pick and hold it
loosely betweed his or her thumb and indexfinger, which will give
thesSound a very bright, acoustig, quality."Strum straight quarter

notes while muting the sound pfithe ghord right after striking the

strings. Strumffrom the elbow, giving a brightfswinging sound
that will propel the rhythmsection forward®Don*®strum from the
wrist or fingers, becausé this tends tosound forced and also may
drag down the“tempo. The guitarist’s quarter-note comping
riythm should merge withythe bass into one big sound. As a
general rule for the drumset player, when there are ensemble
figures written in,thestaff, play them. When there are figures
written aboyé thesstaff, these indicate what the various wind
sections are. playing and can be played if desired. The overall
rhythric Teel of this chart is with momentum, so don’t let the
ensemble drag down the tempo, but at the same time, don’t rush.
On the last note, the piano or guitar can embellish with a simple
melodic line if desired.

As each section takes the melody, the other supporting sections
should stay under in volume. Dynamics are indicated but should

generally mirror the direction of the melodic lines.

—NMike Lewis
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