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JUMP

WYNTON MARSALIS
Arranged by DAVID BERGER

Wynton Marsalis composed this tune with Lindyhoppers in mind. The sole purpose of the
pice is to generate that wild and silly swing that makes everyone want to jump onto the
dance floor and do all those wild moves with couples throwing each other all over the place
and pulling them back. This is forward motion in the music but it does not mean rushing.
Duke Ellington’s definition of swing was when the music feels like it’s getting faster, but
it's not. Forward motion.

My arrangement is constructed basically in chorus form. Following the 8-measu
introduction, which sets the time in a manner reminiscent of the great Jimmy Luncefo
band, there is a 32-bar chorus consisting of the standard AABA structure. The nex
is split between the alto and tenor soloists. The third chorus utilizes call-and-re
between the trumpets in harmony and the saxes/trombones in unison on t
The bridge is given to solo guitar. The shout chorus has a call-and-resp
brass and saxes on the first 2 A sections, a sax soli on the bridge and
tutti riff leading to the 9-measure coda (3 measures of the in‘n a he
with a Charleston syncopation.)

The groove in this piece is relentless, driving swing. Th
ride pattern as much as possible. Keep it simple. Don’t |nt
hits and fills. Listen to Louis Jordan and the Tympani
Woodyard with Ellington, Sonny Payne with Ba3|e
director and the students to know the history o

umm
t the g
Bradshaw’s
It is import

The bass part is written to be simple and
the bass and drums is essential to buildin
band. The piano comping should an
a model. Once the pianist under

or she should be free tore
performance at hand

the flow. The rep nature of

of steam wi propel the
soloists. L\é written part as
ction as icdlFcommentator, he
municate in ways arg/more specific to the
ith no ampli N‘ having the drummer adjust

olume level will pe@e orns and piano to play at a
lave room for inflection common misconception in our
rock and roll-dominated d is that the ba d be as loud or louder than the first
trumpet. In jazz music, the (m n is to accompany the horns who

generally play the melody. Similarly, an ic piano with no amplification is preferable.

| recommend usi
to the bassist’s vo
comfortable volume 3

@Ie;e. If an electric guitar is used in a

inimum. When the guitar solos, he or
nd then down afterwards.

ork nicely on
2 should be
e for he

Wynton’s compositie in general to Duke Ellington. | have chosen to
arkange this chart in a simil I of the ensemble practices for Ellington’s music
. All quarter notes are t unless marked otherwise. Tied eighth notes are long.
n’'t marked many accents“Because nearly every note in the entire chart should be
ith an accent nd last notes of phrases, high note of phrases, short quarters

opations 0 as you ascend and diminuendo as you descend. No vibrato
unisons mar@ure to keep the volume down. Use vibrato on longer harmonized
es, don’tﬁ 0 soon. Trombones should refrain from using slide vibrato. Use lip

t

vibrato, is not possible, no vibrato.

Play w rity. The excitement is made from the accents, not from cranking up the

ve for a fat warm sound. Keep the feel light with standard swing phrasing with

volu
mptions of the brass in measures 15-16 and 33-34 where just the brass need to play

hths on their off-beats in order to keep their distance from the sax downbeats. This

ds to play th ir off- i
with chatl@s a great effect when executed with precision.

Measures 35-67 are the solo section. If more solos are needed, repeat this chorus omitting
the brass backgrounds (except when accompanying saxophone solos). When the brass
pIungers are marked “+,” make sure they are tightly closed. Strive for a pinched sound.

“+0” means to snap the plunger open so that it sounds like Whopp!

The ensemble chorus at 67 is soft. The drummer can really help by playing time on the
completely closed hi hat. The bridge opens up on the ride and then back to the closed hi
hat for the last A section. The 2-measure break needs to be subito forte and dramatically
set up the brass figure at 99. | recommended that the drummer play rim knocks on beats
2 and 4 for both 8-measure sections at 99. This will lock in the time for the band time
because everyone can focus on the knocks.

There are some crunchy harmonies here and there throughout this chart. Don’t shy away
from the dissonances. Lean into them. They may seem a bit strange at first, but after a
while, you may even come to like them.

—David Berger
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