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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Crank out your Count Basie records for this one because we're talking pure Basie, straight down 1 he plate. ‘
First, find the right tempo—not too fast, not too slow. Then prepare to play with dynamic contrast. Tha ce the Basi

band used to maximum effect and can help make this chart sound great. After the ffintro, settle into a soft sta t

the melody at measure 7. Keep it nice, gentle and swinging all the way through the first c s.Then at measure 37, §tart to
build into a send off into the piano solo. These 5 measures should be loud, but not f e some for the shout chorus

yet to come. After the piano solo the tenor sax gets to blow, but the chart still has n eally inten

After the tenor solo, there is an ensemble passage at measure 75 that starts off ea tays that a@ep it light and
soft! The band must listen to each other and blend; for example, pay cl ion to the lai ckilick at measure 83. If
the band plays this figure together, it's a great feeling! The rhythm sec

o follow t mics in this chart. It's
not realistic for a horn section to play soft unless the rhythm section is d me. At idge things start to build a
bit, but it's really just a fake out because after those two big hits o t 3 and 4 of mea , the chart settles right back
down again. But a few bars later the band will get to cresce ff: the s:m s at measure 107. This should
be a great moment of release for the band and for the audi ecause after res things are finally roaring! Now
it's time to go for it. Get the air stream moving and bl r, there is ike the Count Basie sound\
| hope you enjoy the chart! Gordon
Goodwin

—Gordon Goodwin

Gordon Goodwin is a three-time
Emmy Award winner and GRAMMY®
winner. His band’s debut album
Swingin’ for the Fences (Silverline
Records) received two GRAMMY®
nominations and is the best-selling
jazz item in the DVD® Audio 5.1
surround-sound format.
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