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SWINGIN’> SHANTY

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by RALPH FORD

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

First, a little bit of history: The melody of Swinging Shanty is based on
“What Do You Do With A Drunken Sailor?”, the famous capstan or
“heaving” shanty. Sea shanties are songs that were sung by sailors in
rhythm with their work. The word is thought to be derived from the
French word chanter, meaning “to sing.” Sailors sang sea shanties in
order to coordinate the work of many men on one large and ardudus
task. As these shanties were sung to ease the burden of heavy physical
labor, it was uncommon to hear them during brief periods of rest.

This arrangement is marked as a “bright swing,” but sho@ld“nobexceed
152 bpm. Any faster, and it may sound rushed.er cluttered. Bé suré that
your band pays careful attention to all articulationsmarkings thretighout.
Note that the marcato (rooftop) accents (%), on the downbeats of the
first few measures in the brass, should be ‘performed-as fat notes, not
as clipped staccato attacks. Exaggerate, dynamic markingsssuch as
forte-piano and crescendo. The melody, »as, first stated@in the
saxophones, should be relaxed an@ncleanly articulated,_As the chart
progresses into measure 35, the brass.and rhythm section kicks should
begin to sound a bit heavier.

Although written sol0$ are provided for alto Sax anthtrumpet at measure
50, encoufage your soloistsito exploreheir ownmusical ideas outside
of thedotes and rhythms provided. After'the band has played the chart
a few timesyand the soloists have hadd ehance to get comfortable with
the sound of the chord progregSion.and the written solo, suggest that
soloists begin“t@" embellishathe“written solo as a starting point to
improvisation. Also,, if desired, repeat the solo section as needed for
additional solos, cueing,batkgrounds accordingly.

At measure 6%, the chart'breaks downyinto a Gene Krupa style drumbeat
that allows the-band to explore, unison riffs, which build to the shout
section at measure 95. Gene Krupa was a legendary big-band swing
drummer. For reference, check out some of his recordings. Starting at
measure 111, the dremmer should “kick it hard” on the backbeat until
the.end.

For the guitar player, there are some sections where notes are written,
and otheg,sections with slash marks. The slash marks indicate that he or
she_shouldcomp, using three- or four-note chords in a quarter-note
patterns’For the best sound, ask the guitarist to use a medium-thick pick
andhold it loosely between his or her thumb and index finger, which will
give the sound a very bright, acoustic quality. Strum straight quarter
notes while muting the sound of the chord right after striking the strings.
Strum from the elbow, giving a bright, swinging sound that will propel
the rhythm section forward. Don’t strum from the wrist or fingers, as
this tends to sound very forced while threatening to drag down the
tempo. If the tempo is too quick for the guitarist to comp quarter notes,
then direct him or her to play on beats 2 and 4 instead. The guitarist’s
quarter-note rhythm should merge with the bass into one big sound. The
bass player should walk a bass line throughout, keep it steady!

Please enjoy!
—Ralph Ford
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