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INSTRUMENTATION

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone (Optional)
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone (Optional)
3rd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums

C Flute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Optional/Alternate Parts
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“The Jazz Police” has a pattern played the beginning and throughout by bass, piano, drums along with the optional guitar. 
Students can develop and master this pattern by practicing with a metronome. Start at a slower tempo and develop control 
and strength before increasing the tempo. 

The melody at measure 9 is a call-and-response pattern with the brass stating the call and the saxes responding with the 
answer. Direct the saxes to observe the articulation and to play the rooftop accent (^) detached but not too short. The brass 
fall-off in measure 10 should be quick and simple. In measures 17, caution the ensemble not drag the figures that begin 
on the and of beat 1. 

The eighth note line in measure 23 should end with a short note, as all eighth note groupings should. The offbeat accents 
in measure 24 should be short but not clipped. The notation in measure 24 looks more difficult than it is. The offbeat notes 
are all played the exactly the same. FYI, this rhythm pattern is often notated this way in jazz. The kicks in measure 37 for the 
brass are detached rooftop accents—think “daht.” The eighth notes in the line in measure 49 are all attacked and played 
short—but not too short. Note that the line at 49 is descending and ascending—stress this effect. 

The original version of “The Jazz Police” was composed and recorded by Gordon Goodwin and his Big Phat Band for 
professional musicians. I recommend the students have a chance to hear the demo version of this chart. In addition, I 
suggest checking out the original version on Gordon Goodwin’s CD XXL to get the full flavor.

Please enjoy!

 —Mike Lewis

Mike  
Lewis
Mike Lewis has been a freelance 
arranger/composer for many years. 
Starting with the “Jackie Gleason TV 
Variety Show” as a staff arranger, he 
became heavily involved in the pop 
music field, arranging hit records for 
some of the top pop artists today. He 
has also been commissioned to write 
charts for the Glenn Miller Orchestra, 
and the Lionel Hampton and Jimmy 
Dorsey orchestras.
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C Flute
(Optional)

1st EÑ Alto Saxophone

2nd EÑ Alto Saxophone

1st BÑ Tenor Saxophone

2nd BÑ Tenor Saxophone
(Optional)

EÑ Baritone Saxophone
(Optional)

1st BÑ Trumpet

2nd BÑ Trumpet

3rd BÑ Trumpet
(Optional)

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone
(Optional)

3rd Trombone
(Optional)
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(Optional)
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THE JAZZ POLICE
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Conductor - 13 - The Jazz Police
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