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PROGRAM NOTES

The lake region around Buffalo, Minnesota, is one of great geographic beauty and historic significance. Originally part
of the region known as the “Big Woods,” the area was covered with hardwoods that were so thick in their overlapping
branches, it was difficult to see the road ahead or sky above. The white elm trees grew to six feet in diameter and up to
majestic heights of over one hundred feet.

The Sioux Indians, or Dakota as they now prefer, lived and prospered in this area between the lakes for over 300 years.
Buffalo was a favorite hunting and fishing ground for the Dakotas until the arrival of the first European f
settlers. The richness of the natural resources served as a catalyst for modern development, which le
progressive region that continues to grow to this day.

Buffalo Dances, by Robert W. Smith, honors the natural beauty, Native-American heritage, an
of Buffalo. Beginning with a majestic fanfare, the piece continues with flowing, Native-American i
driving rhythmic figures. The center of the piece is comprised of a simple original hymn s a rn
beauty of the region. Accompanied by the sounds of Native-American dance, the intensi istens caré

r

the sound of snorting buffalo can be heard amid the festive atmosphere before the r @
i erthe
eoease be sure to allow

Beginning in measure 21, the interaction between the ba bassoon, marimba and Native-American percussion
should be carefully balanced for optimum effect. The eginning i ure 25 should “float” above the

Buffalo Dances was commissioned by, and is dedicated to, the Buffalo High
direction of Lee Kjesbo and Scott Rabehl. The piece was premiered und

NOTES TO THE CONDUC

The opening fanfare may be freely interpreted in terms of tempo and the ralle
for a greater sense of resolution as the fanfare returns to concldde the piece.

in cogtr w&apes for clarity and musical effect. You
ging throughc& ensemble.

to the pr@ passage. Please pay particular attention to the
nd trombones.

clarity of the upper woodwinds as th e trum;ﬁ
The ocarina (opt. flute) in measure 96 sho very fre terpreted. These solo figures are intended to set a musical
atmosphere giving way to the so o saxophone mn song that follows should be simple, elegant and build

may wish to isolate these two lines to ensur

The brass should be “biting” at mg

to the most beautiful and imax possi

The “stomp” effect
“buffalo snorts” in

e very light, alluding to echoes of the past. As the original melody returns, please note the
ne section. Th ould be very prominent and carefully rehearsed for clarity.

enm @ﬁc than its original introductory statement. Once again, please feel free to
e ensembl performance situation requires.
Sc

jesbo, Scott Rabehl, their colleagues, and the community of Buffalo, Minnesota, for their very
e creative process, as well as my visit for the premiere. After having weathered a life-changing
indness and support was more appreciated than they will ever know!

and find Buffalo Dances to be a valuable teaching and performance experience. Best wishes

— Gt



BUFFALO DANCES

Commissioned by and Dedicated to the Buffalo High School Band, Buffalo, Minnesota,
Lee Kjesbo and Scott Rabehl, Conductors

CONDUCTOR

By ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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