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PROGRAM NOTES

Commissioned by the lllinois Valley Central Community Unit School District Bands, RIVER
VALLEY LEGACY is in four contrasting movements which musically depict the rich history of
the lllinois River Valley.

I. River Echoes
The history of the lllinois River Valley is similar in many ways to regions in much of North

percussion suggesting a sunlit lllinois River. In recognizing other e
are also quotes from songs sung by African-American rouster %
I’'m Going Down the River Before Long and Alberta, Let Yo

American music styles.

Il. Railroads
The lllinois River Valley prospered with the arrival of trains, an r s a hub for
commerce. But the construction of railrg@ds was an arduous Qoften at the hands
of people with ancestry from Africa . As with the steambBpat rousters above,
music helped ease hard labor as well rhythms to synchronize movements
for groups of workers performi aing the railroad ties, or
nails, into the ground, workers wou und the ties. The “tamping”

of the shovel provided a ; accompaniment %songs.This movement’s rhythms
were suggested b h|s “t t the use N vil (or brake drum) also suggests

t
the driving of r clang o ell on steam trains. The diminished
chord prevalent in cours e rom the diminished tones of the train
whistle.

ution bro prosperlty to The lllinois River Valley. Caterpillar
der in the manufacture of large machines, still maintains its

II|n0|s The third movement heralds the progress forged by
vokes the motorized austerity that, if unmitigated by humans,

I1l. Machinery
The Industri

surveys ican band history, beginning solemnly with a reminder of the role of
bu rum in the military and concluding with fife and drum and traditional march
. The primary material in this movement is derived from OId Abe Lincoln, a
@Iar Union song during the Civil War celebrating one of lllinois’ most famous citizens.
Vhe tune is also significant as it was originally an African-American spiritual titled Ain’t
| Glad | Got Out of the Wilderness and so also serves as a fitting tribute to enslaved
Americans, as well as those citizens who sacrificed their lives in the war to end slavery
and preserve the United States.

e win%&has had a distinguished history in Central Illinois. The fourth movement

o i



CONDUCTOR Commissioned by the Illinois Valley Central Community Unit School District Bands
Dan Dietrich, Matt Chapman and Kim Tegg, Directors

RIVER VALLEY LEGACY

L. River Echoes, II. Railroads, III. Machines, IV. Traditions
L. “River Echoes”
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Conductor - 4

As at first
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Conductor - 13

Solo (One) Voice (quasi train conductor):

Spoken (quasi train

“All Aboard!”

Cue: Solo Voice

steam being released): b - >
_ ) | | | y All Aboard! .'WQ. o Wl
o 1D blt\ blt\ P T - ] I ] F oo T
y — | &= P = e —— = pS :
<P ] ‘ —
o “Shhhh...I"
Cue: Solo Voice
A L. ‘ M ‘ “All Aboard!” >
o D b b > T T
4N Ld=d Ld=d = y 2 T T y 2 T - - - y 2 o
6 I B tr
e “Shhhh...I" !
Cue: Solo Voice
L a ‘ 4 “All Aboard!” ‘
A — \ ¥ - - ¥ 1 i ;
'ﬂu (@] (@] r i P ;V } PN P ﬁ '\ el }
o T I+ L &
“Shhhh...!”| . >
Vi Cue: Solo Voice
A “All Aboard!”
A f y3 T y3 - - v i i n
[ £an » » I P ™ T PN - [ i T
V4 O O r i T | be' g I
PY) Ay Ay T S a4 e o
“Shhhh...!”| . >
Vi Cue: Solo Voice
A “All Aboard!”
I)\’ + y 2 T 2 - — - 7] +
® [ [ EE=a =]
o o > | o .o P
e T “Shhhh...!”" . Co ;t 3 3 >
Cue: Solo Voice ¢
‘ ‘ “All Aboard!” ‘
o) | T T T T T
] D). I Y 2 T I Y 2 I ' - - y 2 I
7 5 Py Py P & I 0 & ] & P
K “Shhhh...!” =
Cue: Solo Voice
LA S ‘ “All Aboard!™ -
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[} “All Aboard!” >
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o “Shhhh€. I
Cue: Solo Voice
A s ‘ V4 \ “All Aboard!” ‘
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e “Shith): 2 >
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steam being released): CueiSglodioice
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A 7 73 T y3 - - v i i n
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N “All Aboard!”
A5 — \ X 1 = = X 1 1 1
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ANIY4 (@] (@] - I I I r i r i r
KeJ T ; >
<Shhhh...!”
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L o “All Aboard!” 2
o) | O O . T ]
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7 bl } P I } P P I
I
“Shhhh...!”|
/s Cue: Solo Voice
o “All Aboard!” ‘
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I-Vn } P I } P P 3‘
‘ “Shhih...”] | >
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‘ VA “All Aboard!” -
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| R— < i I o= o o J J |
“Shhhh...!” ~ ?
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LA “All Aboard!”
o D
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6" E [
oJ I A
“Shhhh...!” .
" Cue: Solo Voice
“All Aboard!”
Fa TN T
hdl O] - - - | . y 3 - ed -
7 ll, I ;V P
I
“Shhhh...!”|
Cue: Solo Voice >
“All Aboard!”
: : I~ : - - -
“Shhhh...!”| f :
>
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J ‘ “All Aboard!” - } | ch
T T T T
H - - === - —
< S
“Shihh..." | Solo|
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Conductor - 14
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Conductor - 17
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Conductor - 18
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Conductor - 19
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IV. “Traditions”
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