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The menuet (men-you-ET) is a dance of French origin. It is said that King Louis XIV danced the ‘“‘very
first” menuet, composed by Lully in 1653. Menuets were originally played at a very moderate tempo but
later took on considerably more speed. They should always be played with graceful dignity. Menuet is
sometimes spelled Menuett (in German) and Minuetto (in Italian).

MENUET

IN D MINOR
BWV Anh. 132
from the Notebook
for Anna Magdalena
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&s( This ornament is called the SCHLEIFER, a German word meaning ‘“‘slide.”” The two notes just below the written note
are played on the beat, as rapidly as possible, “sliding” quickly into the written note, as indicated by the notes in light
print on the small staff above this measure. See the discussion on page 4.





