
( B e g i n n i n g )

The Easiest Drumset Method Ever!
 Dave Black  •  Steve Houghton 

Alfred’s

The authors wish to thank Kate Westin, Bruce Goldes and 
Dana D’Elia.  A very special thanks to Todd Schroeder for his 
engineering, orchestrations, and multi-keyboard talents.
 
Cover and interior illustrations by Jeff Shelly. 
Photos on pages 4 (bottom) and 8 (bottom) by Karen Miller.

Alfred Music 
P.O. Box 10003 
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com

Copyright © 2005 by Alfred Music
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, publicly performed, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without written permission from 

the publisher. In order to comply with copyright laws, please apply for such written permission 
and/or license by contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 0-7390-3825-7 (Book & Online Audio) 
ISBN-13: 978-0-7390-3825-3 (Book & Online Audio)

Stream or download the audio content for this book. 
To access, visit: www.alfred.com/redeem
Enter the following code: 



2

The online audio contains most of the exercises and all of the tunes included in this book, so you may 
listen and play along with them.  On many of the tracks, the drums will fade out so you can play along 
with the song on your own, and sometimes the drums will fade back in towards the end of the song.  
The audio tracks also serve as drum models to help strengthen time keeping, improve ensemble playing, 
clarify phrasing and expand your knowledge of styles.
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If you have completed Alfred’s Kid’s Drum 
Course, you are now ready to move on to 
Alfred’s Kid’s Drumset Course and play a  
basic four-piece drumset.  Although most 
standard sets include an additional mounted 
tom-tom and a floor tom-tom, we have left 
them out of this book for the purpose of 
simplicity.  Once you are comfortable with 
the material in this book, the floor tom-tom 
and an additional mounted tom-tom may  
be added.  Avoid purchasing a set with  
overly large drum sizes.

The Basic Drumset Setup
The basic four-piece 
drumset includes a 
bass drum, snare 
drum, mounted 
tom-tom, floor 
tom-tom (optional 
with this book), 
ride cymbal, crash 
cymbal, and hi-hat.

The drumset 
should be set up 
so that you are 
comfortable!  When you sit on the  
drum throne, the drums and cymbals  
should be within easy reach, much like  
your plate, knife, and fork are within easy 
reach when you are sitting at the dinner 
table.  So, let’s “sit at the table.”

The Throne
Let’s start with the drum 
stool, called the throne.  
The height should allow 
a comfortable sitting 
position, so that your 
thighs are parallel to the 
floor or angled slightly 
downward.  When you 
place your feet on the 
foot pedals, your legs 
should be slightly past a 
45-degree angle.

The Snare Drum
The snare drum should be positioned about 
waist level.  If the drum is too low, it will limit 
the use of 
your hands.  
When using 
the matched 
grip, the drum 
should be flat 
or slanted 
slightly 
downward 
and toward 
you.  Avoid 
tension.




