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of the Dead celebration that is
ntries each year at the beginning of
ay of the Dead, the spirits of the dead

celebratlon commemorates the deceased

plCtl

begins with an

eggio figure in the violins and violas which serves as
@he work. In m. 4, the low strings quote the “Dies
v@om the Requiem Mass. This melody is soon transformed
piece (m. 15), stated in the festive key of G major. This
regénted in rondo form, and is meant to depict the energetic
at take place in the streets as part of the holiday. The pace of the piece
refaxes at m. 78 Cellos and basses strum their instruments, imitating Spanish guitars
as the upéﬂngs play col legno, depicting the procession and arrival of the angelitos
(liee , the spirits of the deceased children. A tender and simple melody is
into by the first violins, and then shared by the entire orchestra. The “Dance of
Old Men” follows (m. 140); the theme is also derived from the “Dies Irae.”
In"Some places, boys perform this dance, hobbling around with canes, holding their
acks in pain and wearing masks that look like funny old men. As the dance continues,
the dancers become younger, stomping merrily about. The piece ends in a flurry of fun
and high energy—sure to be an audience favorite.
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2 Commissioned by and dedicated to the students at Lake Zurich Middle School South,
Lake Zurich, Illinois, and their conductor Ron Polomchak
Dia de los Muertos
CONDUCTOR SCORE (Day of the Dead)
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