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THE COWBOY LIFE

When we think of cowboys in relation to early America, we

think of the vastness and wildness of the unsettled west—long

distances between cities and one-horse towns, flat plains, cactus

and tumbleweed, and the big sky stretching as far as the eye can

see.

In the first movement, “On the Trail,” picture the cowboys

moving west at a steady gallop over the open plains, down

canyon ravines, and across mountains to get to their destination.

In the second movement, “Campfire,” think of a starry summer

night on the plains sleeping in the open air near a blazing fire.

One might hear the far off cry of coyotes, and feel a cool breeze

as it sweeps across the desert plain.  In the third movement,

“Barn Dance,” imagine that the cowboys have finally arrived at

their destination, and now enjoy the safety and comfort of a

western town.
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