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SYMPHONY NO. 1

This exciting and authentic arrangement of William Boyce’s

Symphony No. 1 preserves the original melodic and harmonic

material along with the three-movement Italian sinfonia form; the

original key of B� major has been transposed to G major.  The first

movement is in an early sonata, the second movement features the

first violins, and the last movement is a lively 
6

8 dance.  This pre-

classical symphony will highlight all the members of your

orchestra.

English composer William Boyce (1711–1779) is primarily

remembered as a composer of church music; however, he composed

numerous secular works.  These secular compositions include

several dramas, instrumental and vocal chamber music, and a set of

eight symphonies.  In Boyce’s eight symphonies, one will find

Baroque characteristics along with influences from his

contemporaries—namely Handel, Gluck, Stamitz, and

Sammartini.  Of the eight symphonies, Symphony No. 1 is the most

representative of the pre-classical style. 
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