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A CHRISTMAS CAROL IN BETHLEHEM

DIRECTOR’S SCORE 1.Overture

The Sussex Carol
Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN

J =ca. 60 (During the Overture, Narrator, Reader, & Scrooge take their places.)

*Traditional English Carol
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OR:

Journey with us to a night long ago in the little town of Bethlehem, and to a dark room in the Bethlehem Inn.
Here sits Ebenezer Scrooge, the Innkeeper, counting his money.
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2.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

(Choir enters singing. Mrs. Crachit & Tiny Tim move to their shed; Mr. Crachit,
Mary & Joseph move to front desk; Scrooge counts his money and annotates his

Orchestrated by accounts ledger.,) Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
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*Traditional Surrey village ballad; Words by Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
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CRATCHIT: (stammering, apologetic as he enters the room) Excuse me, Mister Scrooge!
May I have a word with you?

SCROOGE:  (Counting his money) Crachit, don’t bother me while I’'m counting my

Roman census! Well, if they want to stay here, they can pay a k
if they can’t pay, they can sleep in the street!

CRATCHIT: Yes sir, the inn is quite full tonight. But we have a couple t desk who are 6

desparate for a room. The wife is expecting a baby an now, they have
travelled a great distance.

SCROOGE: Bah! Humbug! Throw them into the streg
CRATCHIT: Of course you’re right, Mister Scrooge!

could help them? Our little shed out back 1
sleep with Tiny Tim...

SCROOGE: Interrupting) Outrageous! Are
wood for your fire? NO!
desk.)

ad? I suppose the nexthing you’ll want is extra
them! (¢ Cmta;t bows and returns to the front

NARRATOR: Shivering fro , Scrooge refusé t&d extra wood even to his own fire.. why
waste mone e reached fog hi t, woolen muffler, which was his only

ugly around his e rubbed his hands for warmth and resumed
ney. Alorgl'nis cold, damp room, with a single candle for light,

PL

ing in darkness, with only his gold coins for comfort.
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3. GOOD KING WENCESLAS

Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE

STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
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*O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Melody adapted from plainsong by Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)

Copyright © MMIV by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.

All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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*Good King Wenceslas; Melody from the Piae Cantiones, 1852; Words by John Mason Neale, (1818-1866);
St. Stephen's Day is December 26 (Boxing Day), the traditional day for giving to the poor.
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4. LULLY, LULLAY

Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN

NARRATOR: (After music ends) Cold and hungry, the Cratchits huddled together for warmth.
As Mrs. Cratchit rocked Tiny Tim on her lap, she sang her crippled son to sleep
with an ancient lullaby.
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NARRATOR: As Tiny Tim slept in the warmth of his mother's embrace, Scrooge slept in the
bitter cold of his dark room in the Bethlehem Inn. Wrapped tightly in his fist was
his only comfort, a gold coin. (4s the bells toll the first hour, a strange dim light appears.)

BELLS TOLL THE FIRST HOUR

Handbells, Chimes, or Keyboard Traditional
. =ca. 104
o) . | |
g ¢ | | T T il — I
| | =
Breoeo 0 ’ "=
; mf
o) |
p” A ] ] -
{en— I » . =
ANV 4 ] ‘ ] =
o Z I
ANGEL: Scrooge! Ebenezer Scrooge!

SCROOGE: (Sleepy and angry) Who's there?!

ANGEL: Arise, Ebenezer Scrooge!

SCROOGE: (Fearfully) Who are you? Are you a

ANGEL: I am an angel, sent from God. i the past. Qu were a little child
in a humble home filled with happ

SCROOGE: Stop! I can't bear to thi

ANGEL: LOOK, Ebemg

SCROOGE: e didn't have I was never hungry. My father
care of u@nted to be just like him!
ANGEL: young man, ith the love of a young woman. You

g a family of yQur own.

SCROOG such great pl% us! I would earn enough money to buy a large
r

use filled with fi ¢ and every comfort. Of course, we could not
ntil I adyan my career. As time passed, I saw her very rarely!
But, Angelfhwasworking for our future together!
(Sighi Finally, she could wait no longer! She accused me of loving money
moregthanipeople, and she broke our engagement. Eventually she married
an(@]an...OH! STOP, angel! I cannot bear to gaze upon the past.

at yourself, Ebenezer! Open your heart to the happiness all around you,
orfyou will be condemned to wander the world in darkness FOREVER!

S O ¢ Why do you frighten a miserable old man like me? GO AWAY'! (A4ngel exits
and light fades.)

NARRATOR: Scrooge shivered and pulled his thin blanket over his head. Falling asleep,
he dreamed of happier times.
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S. GOD REST YOU MERRY, GENTLEMEN

Orchestrated by
STAN PETHEL

J =ca. 72

Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
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READER: For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given. And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)
(As music begins, the Cratchits rise from their chairs and go the stable, where they bow before the Child.)
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6. HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
. 116 T —a
=ca. > > o
_ps beppf® £.2 2 . 2. .Z28 J,ee2
FLUTE |H—% = = L S I 0 I = R —
V > 3 4
D) mf
Di _ ., ==
OBOE l\’f\D :’Z - S — o g @
o
9 ﬂu# %
CLARINET 'G\-D # Z = - P
T
I 9 ﬂu# % a2 | | A | I Z
TRUMPET 1/2 frs—H1—7 t I '. I I :
W_ﬂg_ S
mp > 2
g
TROMB.1/HORN = %—1 : 74 : f !
mp
o — : =
TROMBONE 2 |EEA—f— g P
H > > l
mp
PERCUSSION 1 = =
PERCUSSION 2 = == g‘ ==
| |
mf
Soprano i - j - |
Alto I I 1
Tenor i - i - i
Bass I 1 ]
. | [ N
= o—3
e —
F R
ACCOMP. f
L = J g E
nre ) re
—|4 = [”) = | |
1 1 1 1 1
' ™ L~
N > I > > > >
T e L s o ———
' > > > [ [ ' ' ' r
1 1 1 " 1 1 1 Y
1 I 1 1 | A | 1 1 1 1 1T
P " o 1 IAY 1 1 o o - P
= == &2 < g+ s
>f > > ¢ 7z < > > > >
I I > > I . | L > >
/1 - 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 P
VIO % = — i " —— e E—— - —
> > > | > ~ | '
mf
I i > > > > I > > >
CELLO |F—— 2 P = 7 = 2 e .
== = — | > ——

22078

*Melody by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); Words by Charles Wesley (1707-1788), adapted.
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Handbells, Chimes, or Keyboard
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BELLS TOLL THE SECOND HOUR

Traditional
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s = i i
ANV | |
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ANGEL: (Returning in brighter, warmer light) nezer SCroo ring you good
good news of great joy for all peo es, and gaze e present!
SCROOGE: Bah! Humbug! Joy for all p i ! said [ w oaned to a world of
darkness! .\
ANGEL: @ Christ the Lord. You will
1'a manger.
SCROOGE: e is, every poor beggar in town will be
ve of being saved? (Pausing) Still, |
salvation with this gold coin?
ANGEL:

22078

er, g0 to your stab

lesgThere you will find a tiny Child who is the Savior of the
e Cratchits are

y there. GO, Ebenezer, HURRY! (Angel exits, and

(Afraid and dngry)Angel, don’t leave me! Tell me, how can this be? A tiny Child is
the Savior of t rld? (Pausing, confused) Bah! Humbug! (Pulls blanket over head)

: Once@ crooge tried to sleep, tossing and turning in misery.
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7. ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
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*Melody by Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); Words by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895).
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NARRATOR: As Scrooge tossed and turned, in the hills nearby shepherds were keeping watch over their sheep.
The angel appeared before them, announcing the good news of the Savior’s birth.
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” 8. WHAT CAN I GIVE HIM?

(As music begins, shepherds arrive and kneel at the manger; Tiny Tim goes to center stage and sings solo,
[optional choir]).

READER: (4s music begins.) When the angel had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said, “Let us go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that God has made known to us.” They hurried to the stable, where they found Mary and Joseph,
and the Babe lying in a manger. (Lukel2: 15-16)

Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
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NARRATOR: Tiny Tim bent awkwardly to give his crutch to the Christ Child. Placing it carefully

beside the manger bed, he slowly stood. As he stood, his parents cried with wonder,
for Tiny Tim stood straight, unbent from his crippling disease. (Tiny Tim returns to
place with the Cratchits, BELLS TOLL THE THIRD HOUR; Music begins.)

BELLS TOLL THE THIRD HOU\* 0
Handbells, Chimes, or Keyboard
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*Traditional English melody; Verses by G. R. Woodward (1848-1934); Refrain traditional
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ANGEL: (Returning in bright light) Ebenezer Scrooge! Arise! The time is drawing near!

SCROOGE: (Frightened, pleading) What hope does a miserable old man like me have of finding happiness?

ANGEL: The Child who is born tonight is Jesus, the Light of Salvation. He is the Son of God, the Ki
of kings. Gaze with me into His future.

He will grow in the care of loving parents and learn His father’s trade in carp
study at the temple and amaze the priests with His knowledge and wisdom. As a
He will minister to all people. He will feed the hungry, cure the sick, he i
hope to the hopeless.

But one day, Ebenezer, He, too, will know darkness. One day, Jesu

SCROOGE:  Angel, how can this be? He is the Son of God!

ANGEL: One of His most trusted friends will betray Him. s for a gold coi ezer

like the one you hold in your hand!
'Thave 110\.\1 for a gold

! From this day forward, ['will work only for God.
people, the po@ﬂ rich alike! (Angel smiles

SCROOGE: (Dropping the coin and recoiling in horror) STOP! I am Juda
coin!

(Excited, hopefully) Give me anot
I will be His faithful servant and
and exits, but light remains)

(As Scrooge hurries to t ing late! %@uch to do! I must get extra
hi

wood for the fire! of food, and... wie ave a feast, a celebration! Yes, that’s
f Jesus today! x

it! We shall celebr:
died for our salvati is resurrection is the promise of new life for
ich, the faithﬁ ners.

T

NARRATOR: Jesus suffer

ge found new life. He rushed to the stable, where
uffler. Swooping up Tiny Tim in his arms, he hugged

m that night fo@he Innkeeper Scrooge was a changed man. He increased Cratchit’s
ry and bec ond father to Tiny Tim. A friend to all people, Scrooge was, at last, a
py mafy, a diated the spirit of Christmas every day of his life.

May the$pirit of Christmas shine in us, this day and always. And may God bless us,

’;\ _
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FINALE 79
10. CHRISTIANS AWAKE

Orchestrated by Arranged by ANNA LAURA PAGE
STAN PETHEL and JEAN ANNE SHAFFERMAN
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