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¢ UniTl
Staff, Clefs, Notes

The Staff

Before you learned to read, you learned the letters
of the alphabet. Letters are the symbols that make
up words.

Learning to read music is the same. Before you can
read music you must learn the symbols of music.

Just as the letters of the alphabet can be combined
to form words and sentences, the symbols of music

can be combined to form music. When you have
learned the symbols of music, you will see how they
are combined to form music.

The symbols of music are music are placed on, or
between, or near a group of five lines and four spac-
es called a staff. A staff usually runs all the way
across a page, like this:

The lines of a staff and the spaces between the lines are numbered, like this:

5th line —,

4th line —

"«— 4th space

<— 3rd space

3rd line—>

~<€— 2nd space

2nd line —>

1st line —>

Write an x on the correct line, or in the correct space.

< st space

A4
/\

Write an x on Write an x in

Write an x on

Write an x in Write an x on

the 3rd line the 4th space the 1st line the 2nd space the 3rd line
The x is on which line or in which space?
X
A4
N X A
A N
78
2nd line
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56 UNIT3
Pitch

Natural Sign and Accidentals

Sometimes, even with a key signature, flats and sharps have to be
added in a piece of music. Look at this piece of music which has
flats in the key signature and sharps in front of several notes.
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Suppose a composer wrote a song with a key signature of two sharps

but wanted this note‘l to be an F instead of an Ff.
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The composer would place a different musical symbol, called a natural,

in front of the E like this:
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A natural tells a music reader not to sing or play the flat or sharp shown in the
key signature. In this example, the note in the box is called an Fj (F-natural.)
The natural sign “erases” the F# in the key signature...but only for that one measure.

Here’s how to
draw a natural.

When sharps, flats, and natural signs are placed throughout a piece of music they are called accidentals.
Accidentals last for one measure. In other words, accidentals are “erased” by a barline.
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Key Signature Accidentals Barline cancels the
accidentals in previous measure
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