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The ideal teaching tools to prepare beginning players for snare drum, drumset, and percussion performance
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An introduction on

tuning and caring for

the snare drum;

holding the sticks and

striking the drum;

tuning and playing

the bass drum; 

and playing 

the cymbals.

Each page is

designed as a

complete lesson. 

A concept is

taught, used 

in exercises and

reinforced with 

a combination

study. 

Alfred’s Drum Method, Book 1 begins with the following:

Alfred’s Beginning Drum Pack
The best gear to beat!

If you start beginning drummers, then this package is it!

The pack includes the most popular method, Alfred’s

Drum Method, a

practice pad from the

world’s leading drum

head manufacturer,

Remo, and a pair of

SD1 Jr. drumsticks

from the world’s

leading drumstick

manufacturer, 

Vick Firth. Start your

students with the best!
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Top:

All rudiments are

taught, used in

exercises and in

combination studies

that utilize the 

bass drum.

Center:

A full-length solo that

reinforces the 

concepts taught in

previous lessons is

included at the end 

of each section. 

Book 1 includes 

23 solos.

Bottom:

As an introduction to

the standard drum

repertoire, actual 

drum parts are 

included throughout.

Alfred’s Drum Method, Book 1, continued
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Alfred’s Beginning Snare Drum Duets

The correlated duet book

contains 15 duets that help

develop performance and

listening skills. The optional

CD contains both parts

recorded separately, so

students can play along with

either part. The following

duets may be used after

pages 36 & 52 of Alfred’s

Drum Method, Book 1.
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Alfred’s Drum Method, Book 2 continues the learning process…

Top Left:

Rudiments are taught,

used in exercises and

in combination studies

that utilize the 

bass drum.

Top Right:

A solo to reinforce the

new concept follows.

Book 2 contains 

23 solos.

Bottom Left:

Book 2 includes 

seven duets within 

the method.

Bottom Right:

Multiple percussion

concepts and

techniques are 

also included.
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The DVDs and videos that correlate with

Books 1 & 2 provide step-by-step

reinforcement of all concepts, plus play-along

opportunities. All of the techniques and

concepts are taught by the authors on

screen, making them great visual tools for both the student

and teacher. In addition, all of the solos contained in both

books are performed by the authors and Jay Wanamaker,

providing an aural example for the students to emulate. 

All the solos contained in Books 1 & 2

are also available in two separate

publications, Alfred’s Beginning Snare

Drum Solos and Alfred’s Intermediate

Snare Drum Solos. Each solo stands

on its own as a musical composition

and may be used as either a contest

or jury piece.

Excerpts from actual

concert band percussion

parts are included. 

Corps-style rudiments 

are taught and reinforced

with corps-style solos.

Accessory instruments are

taught in Book 2,

eliminating the need for a

separate book to teach

triangle, suspended cymbal,

tambourine or woodblock.
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Alfred’s Beginning Drumset Method

Top Left:
Most students want to
play the drumset. Alfred’s
Beginning Drumset
Method can be
introduced after page 14
of Alfred’s Drum Method,
Book 1. Unique to this
method is that students
start their first lesson by
playing a beat!

Top Right:
The method contains
basic and embellished
beats in both the jazz
and rock idioms. 

Bottom Left:
Rock and jazz fills 
are included.

Bottom Right:
Everything taught is
reinforced in actual
performance pieces.

“Real” music performed
by top professionals
stimulate and set an
example for young
drumset students.
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