
Final Quest
By Daniel Chisham

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

A DIVIS ION OF

I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
16320 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 100 • P.O. Box 10003
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com

FINAL QUEST

Final Quest was written as a teaching piece, emphasizing 
consecutive sixteenth- note passages as well as the study of 
nontraditional modes.  The title reflects energetic and intense 
fortitude, illustrated by the rapid fire of notes throughout the 
fast sections of the piece.  This mood is further expressed in the 
gradual minor to major progression that takes place from the 
beginning of the piece to the end.

The thematic melodies in the work’s fast sections are threaded 
together by a line of continuous, slightly accented sixteenth notes.  
The accents should not be laborious but should feel more implied 
in order to avoid slowing the tempo.  This sixteenth-note idea 
also makes brief appearances in the cello and bass during the slow 
section.

The slow section is built upon the D Mixolydian mode with 
a flatted E.  Much care should be taken to insure that the key 
signature and accidentals are followed in this section.  The high, 
second-finger F-sharp to low, first-finger E-flat will present a 
challenge to the viola players as will the constant C-naturals 
appearing in the first and second violins.

The return of the fast section mimics the melodic content of the 
beginning, except the first violins should note that the Fs are now 
sharp.  This leads eventually to a pure key of D major at the end.

This piece is sure to be a favorite of students and audiences alike.

Grade Level: 3
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