
©MMI by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.
All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA.

Cover illustration: Charles Grace
See back cover for CD track numbers

 ISBN 0-7390-1714-4 (Book)
ISBN 0-7390-1715-2 (CD)

ISBN 0-7390-1716-0 (Book/CD Kit)

Teacher’s Handbook

 FULL REPRODUCIBLE
  SCORE STUDENT PAGES
TITLE SONG
1. Celebrations Around the World! . . . . . . . . . . . 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
NORTH AMERICA
2. Thanksgiving - United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
3. Remembrance Day - Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
SOUTH AMERICA/CARIBBEAN
4. Crop Over - Barbados  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
5. Carnival - Brazil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

EUROPE
6. Boxing Day - United Kingdom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
7. Fiesta del Grille - Italy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

ASIA/MIDDLE EAST
8. Ramadan - Saudi Arabia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
9. Dragon Boat Festival - China. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
10. Deuska Moroz - Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
11. Sakura - Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

AUSTRALIA
12. Australia Day - Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

AFRICA
13. Kivuno - South Africa/Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
14. Odwira - Ghana  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

NOTE: The purchase of this book carries with it the right to photocopy pages 40-61 only. Limited to one school only. NOT FOR RESALE.

Celebrations Around
the World!

Recording Orchestrated and Produced by Alan Billingsley

Sally K. Albrecht, Lois Brownsey and Marti Lunn Lantz

A Global Holiday Songbook featuring 14 unison songs
celebrating holidays in 13 countries



CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD! is designed to teach young singers about other 
cultures, customs, languages and music. Use it to develop interdisciplinary study:

•  Invite a geography teacher to talk about the different countries that are featured, the 
locations, hemispheres, longitudes and latitudes, major cities, topography, imports and 
exports, major crops, etc.

•  Invite a language specialist to teach a few important words in each country’s native lan-
guage: yes, no, hello, goodbye, bathroom, count from 1-10, please, thank you, etc.

•  Invite an art teacher to help students draw a map of the country, the flag, or even chil-
dren wearing typical costumes of the country. Or have the teacher display art, crafts 
and folk art or works by famous artists from the country. Plan an art project or exhibit 
based on the particular art styles of the country or a specific region.

•  Invite a history teacher to talk about past and recent developments in the country’s poli-
tics, borders, rulers, etc.

•  Invite a chef to talk about foods and perhaps cook a typical dish from each country.

•  Invite a banker to show your students currency from each country and how it compares 
to your currency.

•  Invite an ethno-musicologist to demonstrate musical instruments or play examples of 
folk music from each country.

•  Invite a music specialist to talk about and play examples of the music of famous com-
posers from each country.

•  Invite a person from your community who was born in or lived in the country you are 
studying to come in and speak with your class. Prepare questions on cards.

•  Invite a zoologist to talk about each country’s native animals and what they eat.

•  Invite a meteorologist to talk about each country’s climate and typical weather patterns.

•  Invite a travel agent to talk about the highlights of each country, things to see and do, 
how to get there from here. Maybe he/she can collect some travel posters for your hall-
ways and classrooms.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES
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Each classroom can “become a country,” with small groups of students in
charge of different stations around the room:

 map major cities

 flag costumes

 foods simple words/favorite expressions

 currency things to see and do

 folk dances climate

Have each student make a passport in art class. Then have an International Day — half 
of your class travels to the other classrooms, the other half stays to “man their stations” in 
your classroom. The next day, trade positions. The teacher stamps the passport after each 
student visitor has made his/her way around the classroom.

Invite parents and guardians in for an International Evening. Students should make a 
passport for each person attending. Serve fun finger foods in each room, reflecting the 
country’s cuisine. Meet in a common area to sing some of the songs, let the parents travel 
again for a while, sing some more songs. Or ring the school bell to have parents move to 
the next room/country, children sing their song right in their classroom to start off or end 
each period.

In order to make CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD! into a concert program, teachers may 
wish to incorporate the featured “About this Holiday” information as student readings before each 
song. These readings can be divided so more students can participate. Feel free to add or subtract 
countries as needed.

Plan a CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD! International Day:

Create a CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD! International Program:










	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



