19632 Level 1+ Handbells (2-3 Octaves)

My Friend, Jesus

Incorporating “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” and
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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For All General or Special Occasions
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MY FRIEND, JESUS

for 2-3 Octave Handbell or Handchime Choir

Handbells used: 2 octaves (15 bells) optional

3 octaves (22 bells) . - be =

(/] 1

| . |
optional
2 octave choirs omit notes in ( ).

Incorporating 'HAVE DECIDED TO FOLLOW JESUS
and WHATA FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS
Arrangediby TAMMY WALDROP

Lilting (¢ = ca. 104-112)
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* ] Have Decided to Follow Jesus, Indian folk song

Copyright © MMI by Alfred Music
All rights reserved. Produced in USA.
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* Use very light martellato.
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* 3 octave choirs play F4 only.

** What a Friend We Have in Jesus. Music by Charles C. Converse, 1868.
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** D6 must ring again on beat 4.

* Echo all whole notes.
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* 3 octave choirs play F4 only.
** Echo Bb 4, D5 and F5 only.
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My Friend, Jesus incorporates two familiar hymn tunes, I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus and What A Friend We Have in Jesus, for 2-3 octave handbell or
handchime choir. It is appropriate for general worship services and Young Ringers
Festivals.

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus is a folk song that originated in India in(the
state of Assam now known as Meghalaya. William J. Reynolds discovered the
tune and named it Assam. This melody first enters in measure 4 and oceurs in
different places throughout the piece. Always listen for the melody above the
accompaniment; sometimes it occurs in the middle bells but it/is marked with
melody lines.

What A Friend We Have in Jesus is found in measurés 37-52

In measures 20-35, 57-60 and 65-66, where the melody occurs in the middle bells,
the accompanying chords are played with TD (Thumb Damp) in the upper bells
and martellato ( ¥ ) in the lower bells. It is important to'remind the ringersyto “fol-
low the stem.” They must execute the articulation that is indicatéd above or below
the stem and chord where their note occurs.In measure 60 the D6 has a TD on beat
1 but it rings normally on beat 4.

In executing the martellato ( ¥ ), hold the handbell by the'handle and gently strike
the entire casting of the belLhoFizontally on the wellspadded table. Take great care
to prevent damage to the bell. If using handchimes, place the index finger on the
“U” of the tinesto’ stop the sound. Do not,try) to execute a martellato with
handchimes.

The echo (J) found in ‘measures 39-40, 47-48, 52 and 68 is performed by
ringing the!Bell on the first béat, then gently and precisely touching the bell
on the well-padded table on the given beats. This produces the “echo” effect.

Tammy/Waldrop holds adBachelor of Music degree and a Master of Music
degree in theory and €emposition from Baylor University in Waco, Texas. As
a writer for handbellS since 1980, she has served as Assistant Choral
Editor/Handbell Editor for Word Music and presently is Handbell Editor for
Ring Out! Ptess, the handbell publishing company she began in 1990, which
is now a partof the Jeffers Publishing Group. In 1988, Tammy teamed up with
Bob Bérroughs to win the AGEHR national composition contest, and in 1991
she won'the Area III competition. She served as Publications Chair for Area
IXArom 1994-1996 and presently is serving on the Greater Houston Handbell
Association Board. Tammy currently resides in Kingwood, Texas, with her
husband, Emanuel Holldnder, and their son, Marc.
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