Clement Moore’s “The Night Before Christmas”

Accompanied by Classic Melodies and Seasonal Favorites
Arranged for Late Elementary to Early Intermediate Pianists

W T, SKYE GARCIA

In 1822, Clement Clarke Moore (1779-1863) wrote his beloved ballad, The Night Before
Christmas, for his two daughters, Margaret and Charity. The story was published anony-

mously the following year and was distributed widely before Moore revealed himself as the
author in 1838.

This book presents a setting of Moore’s poem interspersed with musical selections that
depict the events of the narrative. The music was chosen for its ability to capture the

imagery of the verses. Included are works from such master composers as Beethoven,
Brahms, Haydn, Rossini and Tchaikovsky.

Merry Christmas to All is ideal for introducing students to classic themes in an enjoyable,
popular framework of holiday music. Teachers will find this book well suited for presenta-
tion 1in its entirety for Christmas studio recitals or school programs.

A very Merry Christmas to all!
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Introduction
The Jingle Bell March
James Pierpont
Arr. by W.T. Skye Garcia
March tempo 5 3
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. )
The nght Tivas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
Before The stockings were hung by the chimney with care r

Christmas* In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.
And Mama in her kerchief and I in my cap,

Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap.
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* This first reading may be performed with or without the accompaniment that follows.
Text cues are provided within the score.



More rapid than eagles, his coursers they came,

And he whistled and shouted and called them by name:
“Now, Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen!
On, Comet! Omn, Cupid! On, Donner and Blitzen!

To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall!

Now, dash away! Dash away! Dash away, all!”

William Tell Overture

Allegro vivace

Gioachino Rossini
Arr. by W.T. Skye Garcia
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