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Program Notes

THEME AND VARIATION
ON A PAGANNI THEME
Sergei V. Rachmaninoff 1873-1943

This arrangement is based on Sergei Rachmaninoff's “Rhap§ody on‘a Fheme of
Paganini” (Opus 43). The lyrical theme is from Paganifi's,24th Caprice for Violin
and is well known by all violinists. Rachmaninoff first performed the “Rhapsody”
with the Philadelphia Orchestra and Leopold Stokowski conducting in 19344The
original work features the piano as a virtuoso instrument with orchestra.

This adaption states the theme in full by the violins. This is_followed by Four
Variations and the Coda. Each of the Varigtions are contrasting4n character and
mood. Var. | presents the theme in a skeleton and delicate form.Var. Il is chorale-
like punctuated by Pizzicato low strings. InyVar. 1li, the théme takes on a dance-
like character with full brass andpereussion. in Var. MpRaChmaninoff creatively
inverts the theme and eloquently presents an Andante.@Gantabile which is one of
the most beautiful melodies'ever written. This isd€irstplayed by the strings alone
and gradually increaSes in sonority with the full'erchestra. Last, a Coda reinstates
the theme and the composition with a powerfulrhythmic climax.
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