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MARK NEVIN PIANO COURSE 
PREPARATORY BOOK 

PURPOSE and OBJECTIVES OF THIS BOOK 

1. To serve as a basic introduction to piano study. 

2. To cover the fundamentals of note reading. 

3. To provide attractive and appealing melodies for the child 

beginner. 

4. To make it possible for the pupil to play tunes from the very 

first lesson. 

5. To provide logical, step-by-step progress throughout the book. 

6. To make each lesson not only instructive but a pleasant and 

happy adventure. 
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All Rights Reserved including Public Performance. Printed in USA. 
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MEASURES and BAR LINES 

The Musical Staff is divided into Measures by Bar lines. See the following example. 
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Measure 

Bar 
L ' 1ne 

Measure 

This is a whole note and 
is held for 4 counts. 

This is a half note and 
is held for 2 counts. 

This is a quarter note and 
is held for 1 count. 

Bar 
L' 1ne 

NOTES 

Measure 

Bar 
Line 

Measure 

Double 
Bar Lines 

~~ 1

:raw a whale note m each measure like the example
1
.
1 

r 11 

Draw 2 half notes in each measure like the example. 

-~ -F F--F F-1 -~-" 
Draw 4 quarter notes in each measure like the example. 
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MORE HANDS TOGETHER 
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Play the above tune hands separately, then hands together. 
Do each way 3 ti mes. 

Mary Had A Little Lamb 
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Ma - ry had a lit - tle lamb, 
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Ma - ry had a lit - tle lamb 
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*Can you write the missing note in its correct place? 
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fleece was white as snow. 
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