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What could be more exhilarating than receiving the 
score of a perfect “10”?  Olympic athletes, as well as 
competitors in sports, dance, and music, strive for 
those high marks.  In fact, we all work to achieve 
perfection in the activities we enjoy.  Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful to find a resource that offers pianists 
a chance to shine at any level—solos in all styles 
and from all periods of music history that promote 
technical skills and offer the dream to succeed in 
performance?

Introducing A Perfect 10, Book 5, a collection of 
solos designed to promote musical excellence for the 
late-intermediate pianist.  I chose a favorite teaching 
piece from the four stylistic periods—Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary.  I then 
wrote six original pieces in jazz, blues, ragtime, 
Latin, ballad, and showstopper styles.  These 10 solos 
provide students with technical challenges as well 
as expressive opportunities for musical growth in 
mood, rhythm, melody, harmony, form, articulation, 
and dynamics.

You do not have to be an Olympic hopeful to 
achieve a perfect “10,” but you might feel like one as 
you practice and perform these selections!

Best wishes for successful music making,
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Rose Tango

Melody Bober

Latin
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Solfeggio in C Minor

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
(1714–1788)

Baroque
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A Walk through Boston Common
Boston Common is a public park located in the center of Boston, Massachusetts.  Almost 50 acres in size, it became the first 

American public park in 1634 and was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1987.  The Common is part of the Freedom 
Trail, a path through downtown Boston that leads to 16 significant historic sites.

Bernadine Johnson

Copyright © 2014 by Alfred Music
All rights reserved.    Printed in USA.

For Seth and Sarah Vander Kooi
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Nantucket Nocturne
Nantucket is an historic island located 30 miles off the coast of Cape Cod, Massachusetts.  Although it is only 14 miles long and 
3.5 miles wide, Nantucket has over 80 miles of beaches.  During the summer, the population of the island swells from 10,000 to 

50,000 due to tourists and summer residents who enjoy its beautiful sunsets, landscapes, harbors, and historic homes.

Bernadine Johnson
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The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere
Paul Revere (1734–1818) was a prosperous and important Boston silversmith. He is famous for his midnight ride from 

Charlestown to Lexington in April of 1775 to alert the Colonial army about the approaching British forces.  His ride was later 
dramatized in the well-known poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882), Paul Revere’s Ride. 

Bernadine Johnson
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All Aboard
Massachusetts has made several major contributions to the advancement of the railway system.  The first commercial railway 

in the United States was constructed in Quincy in 1826 to carry the granite used to erect the Bunker Hill Monument in 
Charleston.  The Boston & West Worcester Railroad was the first to charge commuter fares beginning in 1938.  The first 

subway system in the United States was built in 1897 in Boston.

Bernadine Johnson
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Hurricane!
Hurricanes, also known as tropical cyclones, are massive, rotating storms characterized by heavy rain and sustained wind.  

In September of 1989, Hurricane Hugo struck Charleston, South Carolina. A Category 4 hurricane, Hugo brought  
gusts of wind in excess of 100 miles per hour and 20-foot storm surges to the coastal city.

Melody Bober

Copyright © 2015 by Alfred Music
All rights reserved.    Printed in USA.
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A Morning in Congaree
Congaree National Park is one of South Carolina’s most delightful treasures.  The 26,000-acre park boasts one of the largest 

hardwood forests in the United States, with some of the tallest trees in North America and one of the highest canopies in 
the world.  Visitors to Congaree can enjoy hiking, camping, canoeing, and bird watching in a beautiful swampland forest 

untouched by human development.

Melody Bober
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Myrtle Beach Boogie
The coastal city of Myrtle Beach, with its lively boardwalk, thrilling amusement parks, and beautiful beaches, draws over  

14 million visitors to the South Carolina shore each year.  Located in the middle of a 60-mile stretch of uninterrupted beach  
called The Grand Strand, the city is home to hundreds of restaurants, shops, and concert venues.

Melody Bober
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